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SUBJECT: DEDICATED FIGHTERS POR AIR DEFENSE 

DEPARTMENT POR EUR/CAN; OSD POR ISA; JCS POR J-5; HQUSAP POR 
AP/XOX, AP/PR 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND THAT ONE ISSUE BEING ADDRESSED IN THE 
CURRENT DOD PLANNING CYCLE IS WHETHER TO DEDICATE A 
NUMBER OP P-15'S TO THE CONTINENTAL AIR DEPENSE MISSION. 

2. THIS ISSUE IS A MATTER OP CONTINUING CONCERN TO 
CANADA. SEVERAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROGRAMS NOW UNDER 
CONSIDERATION BY THE GOC WOULD MODERNIZE THE PORCES 
THAT CANADA CONTRIBUTES TO NORAD. CRITICS OF THOSE 
PROGRAMS HAVE ARGUED THAT: (1) THE U.S. APPEARS TO BE 
ASSIGNING LESS IMPORTANCE TO THE AIR DEPENSE MISSION 

AND IS ALLOWING THE CAPABILITY OP ITS AIR DEPENSE 
SYSTEMS TO DETERIORATE BY ITS PAILURE TO MODERNIZE THEM; 

(2) SINCE THE BULK OP THE AIR DEPENSE LOAD MUST BE 
CARRIED BY THE U.S., THE EPPECTIVENESS OP THE CONTINENTAL 
AIR DEPENSE SYSTEM WILL ULTIMATELY BE DETERMINED BY 
THE U.S. CONTRIBUTION; (3) THEREPORE, CANADA SHOULD 
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NOT ALLOCATE PUNDS TO MODERNIZE CANADIAN AIR DEPENSE 
PORCES; THESE FORCES WOULD HAVE LITTLE EPPECT ON THE 
OUTCOME OP A NUCLEAR ATTACK ON NORTH AMERICA. 

3. A COMMITMENT BY THE U.S. TO DEDICATE MODERN FIGHTERS 
TO THE AIR DEPENSE ROLE WOULD DEMONSTRATE A CONTINUING 
COMMITMENT TO AN EPPECTIVE AIR DEPENSE OF NORTH AMERICA 
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AND HELP UNDERCUT THE ARGUMENTS OF THESE CRITICS. 

PROGRAMS TO MODERNIZE CANADIAN AIR DEFENSE FORCES ARE 
CLEARLY TO U.S. ADVANTAGE. THEREFORE, WE BELIEVE THAT 
AN IDENTIFIABLE MODERN FIGHTER AIRCRAFT FORCE SHOULD BE 
DEDICATED TO NORAD FOR CONTINENTAL AIR DEFENSE. 

DUEMLING 
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